
 

1 
 

BABA’S HOPE TOWN INITIATIVE: 
A Tour of Bagong Silang, Manila 

(June 2009) 
 

 

Last weekend, I was privileged to visit Bagong Silang in Manila, the site of Babaõs first HOPE 

Town and spend some time with Tony Meloto, the saintly founder of Gawad Kalinga (òGKó). GK 

is the Philippines-based organisation that Baba is partnering with to build HOPE Towns in the 

Philippines, India and eventually, across the world. 

Bagong Silang is the largest slum in Manila with 1 million slum-dwellers. Over the last ten years, 

Gawad Kalinga has done a remarkable job of building houses for the poor there and transforming 

their lives completely to one that is filled with hope and love.  

Here is a virtual tour of the actual site on which Babaõs HOPE Town houses will be built. Once 

Tripura Foundation starts to build, all the slum houses pictured will be demolished and Babaõs 

HOPE Town houses will rise in their place.  

 

1) Existing Slum Houses 
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2) Toilet Facilities 

This is a common toilet shared by 12 families! The actual toilet is a hole in the ground as marked 

by the arrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Baba’s HOPE* Town Houses (*Heaven on Planet Earth) 

The good news is that Tripura Foundation will be building 50 houses in Bagong Silang for 50 

families. In addition, for Babaõs HOPE Town communities, Mind-Sound Technology will be 

taught as a core component to bring divine changes from within. 

Before Gawad Kalinga starts building houses for a community of slum residents, all residents have 

to unanimously agree to abide by certain conditions and undergo values-formation classes to (i) 

help them break out of their slum mentality and (ii) ensure the community will be self-sustainable 

in the long term. For example, the men must get a job and that is why when you visit a Gawad 

Kalinga site, the men are seldom around as they are at work. No one is also allowed to drink 

alcohol, smoke and gamble outside their houses. 
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Here are some pictures of what Babaõs HOPE Town will look like once they have been built.  

All houses are constructed in neat rows and are purposely painted in cheerful colours to bring 

about optimism and hope to all residents. Each house has a toilet, space for a kitchen and a small 

backyard to do washing and hang laundry. Most houses are landscaped with potted plants and 

have proper footpaths. 

Amazingly, each house costs US$2,000 to build, the cost coming from building materials. All 

houses are built by the residents themselves as part of their òsweat equityó. There are also many 

local and international organisations that send volunteers to assist in the building of houses. 
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Gawad Kalinga Founder, Tony Meloto and our own Vimla pose with some very happy children! 

A house being constructed. On an average, 10 houses can be built in a month. 



 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name of this sweet soul is Jean and she used to live in one of the slums. Her life has 

been totally transformed and she is now in charge of welcoming visitors to her village 



 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Om Dram Dattatreya Siva Baba Namaha! 

***  

I saw happy children everywhere but this little boy reminded me that angels were all around us. 


